Glossary of Terms





Blood means human blood, human blood components, and products made from human blood.





Bloodborne pathogens means pathogenic (disease-producing) microorganisms that are present in human blood and can cause disease in humans. These pathogens include, but are not limited to, hepatitis B virus (HBV), hepatitis C, and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).





Clinical laboratory means a workplace in which diagnostic or other screening procedures are performed on blood and other potentially infectious materials.





Contaminated means the presence or the reasonably anticipated presence of blood or other potentially infectious materials on an item or surface.





Contaminated laundry means laundry that has been soiled with blood or other potentially infectious materials or that may contain sharps.





Contaminated sharps means any contaminated object that can penetrate skin, including, but not limited to, needles, scalpels, broken glass, broken capillary tubes, and exposed ends of dental wires.





Decontamination means the use of physical or chemical means to remove, inactivate, or destroy bloodborne pathogens on a surface or item to the point where they are no longer capable of transmitting infectious particles, and the surface or item is rendered safe for handling, use, or disposal. 





Engineering controls means controls--for example, sharps disposal containers or self-sheathing needles--that isolate or remove the bloodborne pathogens hazard from the workplace.





Exposure incident means a specific eye, mouth, other mucous membrane, nonintact skin, or parenteral contact with blood or other potentially infectious materials that results from the performance of an employee’s duties.





Handwashing facility means a facility providing an adequate supply of running potable water, soap, and single-use towels or hot-air drying machines.





Occupational exposure means reasonably anticipated skin, eye, mucous membrane, or parenteral contact with blood or other potentially infectious materials that may result from the performance of an employee’s duties.





Parenteral means piercing mucous membranes or the skin barrier through such events as needle sticks, human bites, cuts, and abrasions.





Personal protective equipment (PPE) is specialized clothing worn by an employee for protection against a hazard. General work clothes--for example, uniforms, pants, shirts or blouses--not intended to function as protection against a hazard are not considered to be personal protective equipment.





Regulated waste means…


* liquid or semiliquid blood or other potentially infectious materials; 


* contaminated items that would release blood or other potentially infectious materials in a liquid or semiliquid state if compressed; 


* items that are caked with dried blood or other potentially infectious materials and are capable of releasing these materials during handling; 


* contaminated sharps; and 


* pathological and microbiological wastes containing blood or other potentially infectious materials.





Source individual means any individual--living or dead--whose blood or other potentially infectious materials may be a source of occupational exposure to the employee. Examples include, but aren’t limited to, the following: 


* hospital and clinic patients


* clients in institutions for the developmentally disabled


* trauma victims


* clients of drug and alcohol treatment facilities


* residents of hospices and nursing homes


* human remains


* individuals who donate or sell blood or blood components





Work practice controls means controls that reduce the likelihood of exposure by altering the manner in which a task is performed--for example, prohibiting recapping of needles by a two-handed technique.
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